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BLACK ROUTES LAUNCHES MOVE ON UP 

A PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME FOR ARTISTS 
Eleven artists have now been selected for the first round of this annual programme from a long-list of 40 nominated by members of the Black Routes network, alongside producers, promoters, DJs and other industry professionals. This July, the group will undertake an intensive week of training in the beautiful and inspirational surroundings of Dartington Arts in Totnes, Devon. Each of the confirmed artists will be interviewed in advance about their careers and the skills they need to develop to achieve their aspirations, and this will evolve into a plan for a week of practical workshops and seminars, tailored specifically to the group.

Andy Baron 


(vocalist, Brighton)
Baby J 



(producer, Derby)
Beyonder 


(spoken word/multimedia artist, London)
Charles Stuart 


(vocalist, London)
Jah Marnyah 


(vocalist, Leicester)
Muntu Valdo 


(vocalist/guitarist, London)
Randolph Matthews 

(vocalist/percussionist/guitarist, London)
Rahma Ali 


(vocalist, West Sussex)
Tor Cesay 


(rapper, London)
Zara McFarlane 


(vocalist, Essex)
Zena Edwards 


(vocalist/performance poet, London)

Claire Whitaker, Director of Serious who was one of the Selection Panel members said:
“Move On Up is a fantastic opportunity and we were all delighted by the calibre of artists selected for this first programme.”
Later this year, these artists and others will have the opportunity to participate in further training, specifically on working in music theatre as a musical director or composer/arranger. This component of Move On Up will be run in collaboration with Theatre Royal Stratford East.
Move On Up is produced by Serious, delivered in collaboration with Dartington and Theatre Royal Stratford East and is supported by the National Lottery through Arts Council England. 
Next Season Tours

Black Routes have also announced six tours as part of the 2010 season. 
The network which launched in April 2009, kicked off with an inaugural tour in June by Grammy-nominated reggae star Freddie McGregor and has already featured Simphiwe Dana, Mad Professor, The African Jazz-Allstars, Sibongile Khumalo in Soul Noël, an African & Caribbean celebration of Christmas, as well as female voices from Zambia, the Comoros Islands and the UK; and Dub2Dubstep, exploring the relationship between dub reggae sound systems and dubstep.
THE TOURS
May/July 2010 

KONONO No 1

ASSUME CRASH POSITION!
Produced by Serious
May 2010 
08 Minehead: All Tomorrows Parties 

09 London: Scala

11 Bristol: Metropolis 

13 Manchester: Futureeverything
More dates in July to be announced

___________________________________________________________________________
June - July 2010
TO’MEZCLAO
Produced by Africa Oyé
JUNE
17 Bristol: St. Georges
20 Liverpool: Africa Oyé Festival
26 Coventry: The Colliery

JULY
04 Southport: Lord Street Celebrates
06 London: Momo

09 Cambridge: St Paul’s Centre

10 London: Cargo
July 2010

DOBET GNAHORE

Produced by CMAT 

24 Malmesbury: Womad
25 Malmesbury: Womad
26 Graffham, West Sussex: Empire Hall

28 Gateshead: Old Town Hall
29 London: Rich Mix

30 Birmingham: Hare and Hound
July – August 2010
THE CONGO ALL-STARS
RUMBA SOUKOUS TOUR
Produced by Joyful Noise
JULY
02 Exeter: Phoenix
03 London: The Albany
04 Colchester: Colchester Arts Centre

10 Birmingham: Midland Arts Centre
31 Cardiff: Big Weekend

AUGUST
06 Luton: Luton Festival

July – October 2010
THE MASTER DRUMMERS OF AFRICA

THUNDER & LIGHTNING TOUR
Produced by Joyful Noise
JULY
01 Haverhill: Haverhill Arts Centre

AUGUST

13 Devon: Bridport Arts Centre
14 Truro: Hall for Cornwall

SEPTEMBER

11 London: Southbank Centre
OCTOBER
15 Southampton: Turner Sims Concert Hall
16 Colchester: Colchester Arts Centre

20 Lincoln: Lincoln Drill Hall

September- November 2010 
THE YORUBA WOMEN CHOIR
STRAIGHT FROM THE HEART TOUR
Produced by Joyful Noise
SEPTEMBER

18 London : The Albany

OCTOBER

08 Swansea: Taliesin Arts Centre

10 Colchester: Colchester Arts Centre

NOVEMBER

06 Ipswich: New Wolsey Theatre
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NOTES TO EDITORS:
BLACK ROUTES
Black Routes tours the best of African and Caribbean music. The network is a partnership between five organisations – Africa Oyé (based in Liverpool), Centre for Music & Arts Technology – CMAT (Birmingham), Joyful Noise (London), Punch (Birmingham) and Serious (London). Each organisation tours two projects per year and delivers an education or participation programme. Black Routes has a dynamic remit to work in partnership to develop the profile of the sector, share good practice, create and facilitate opportunities for promoter, producer and artist development and build audiences for African and Caribbean music. For more information visit www.blackroutes.org.uk 
For press information about Black Routes contact:

Janice White or Alex Robinson, The Cogency on 020 7064 1000 / janice@thecogency.com / alex@thecogency.com
MOVE ON UP

Move On Up is produced by Serious, delivered in collaboration with Dartington and Theatre Royal Stratford East and is supported by the National Lottery through Arts Council England. Serious - one of the UK’s leading producers of live jazz, international and new music - has extensive experience of running professional development programmes for artists. For more information visit http://www.serious.org.uk/pages/lp-professional-development-artists
For press information about Move On Up contact:

Lucinda Hilbery, Associate Director of Communications, Serious on 020 7324 1880 / Lucinda.hilbery@serious.og.uk
For further information on specific tours or to book a Black Routes tour contact the individual organisations:
Africa Oyé: T: 0151 708 6200 / E: paul@africaoye.com
CMAT: T: 0121 331 4746 / E: b.ramdhanie@cmatltd.co.uk
Joyful Noise: T: 020 7328 9613 / E: joyfulnoise@talk21.com
Punch: T: 0121 224 7444 / E: ammo@punch-records.co.uk
Serious: T: 020 7324 1880 E: amy.pearce@serious.org.uk  

